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true or ideal self of personality." This is to be effected through the action of rea- 
son, which operates in man as will. Will is not attributed to the animal as it can- 
not "arrest the stream of impulsive tendency, but is borne on the tide of present 
impulse." 

In Part III. of his work Professor Seth treats of the metaphysical implications 
of morality, and says truly that ethics is not mere anthropology — "to interpret the 
life of man as man, we must interpret human nature, and its world or sphere, we 
must investigate man's place in nature, his relations to his fellows, and his relation 
to that life of God which in some sense must include the life of nature and of man." 
In conclusion, therefore, he treats of the three problems of the Metaphysic of Eth- 
ics — the problems of Freedom, God, and Immortality. The solution of these prob- 
lems is consistent with the general theory of the work, which is deserving of high 
praise, not only for the nature of its argument but also for the clearness with which 
it is enforced. c. s. w. 

Die sociologische Erkenntms. Positive Philosophie des socialen Lebens. Von 
Gustav Ratzenhofer. Leipsic : F. A. Brockhaus. 1898. Pages, 372. 

The author, who is a professed follower of August Comte, having written a 
three-volume work on the nature and purpose of politics as a part of sociology, 
sketches in the present volume the nature of sociological cognition. Herr Ratzen- 
hofer insists in the first section of his book on the importance of sociological cog- 
nition, a truth which cannot be denied. He claims that philosophy of late has lost 
its importance, and the opinion is gaining ground that the end of all philosophy is 
close at hand. In fact, philosophy has been ousted by experimental psychology 
and finds it difficult to prove its right of existence. But we are assured that philos- 
ophy may hope for a regeneration from sociology. At present it consists of purely 
subjective speculations, but broadened by psychological investigations it will make 
scientific ethics, aesthetics, jurisprudence, and political economy possible. 

There are two foundations for sociology. One is based on psychology, the 
other on natural science. In discussing the former (Section II.) Herr Ratzenhofer 
enters into biological investigations of the origin of consciousness from the primor- 
dial force or Urkraft, which is an idea of fundamental importance in the author's 
metaphysics. It is the Urkraft from which all living creatures emanate. The 
natural sciences teach the mutual interdependence of all things, and this law shows 
itself in gravitation, in chemism, in organisms, and in social institutions. This 
leads to the fourth section, in which social institutions are discussed. Here Herr 
Ratzenhofer explains the nature of hordes, the origin of custom, the life of nomads, 
agriculture, the right of work, the right of conquest, the origin of state, the solidar- 
ity of interests, the evolution of nations and social differentiation, religions, and 
similar topics. Of special interest to American readers will be the author's opinions 
on the colonisation of America and Australia, especially as he has apparently never 
set foot on either continent. The United States of North America are superior to 
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other colonies, because they were founded by religious exiles. A mixture of the 
colonists with the natives was impossible, continues Herr Ratzenhofer, on account 
of the incompatibility of the races, but black slaves were introduced as workers in 
the fields. The sociological importance of slavery became prominent only through 
the mixture of negroes and whites which ultimately led to their emancipation. Mu- 
lattoes in the South multiplied the social divergency, while in the North they re- 
mained excluded from society. They are not allowed a share in the social differ- 
entiation. This dooms them, and thus they have already begun to re-emigrate to 
Liberia in Africa, and partly pursue only such industries as practically render 
them the lowest class of population, and are, through the increase of the white 
race, more and more suppressed. 

North America, Herr Ratzenhofer claims, lacks that wealth of forms which 
distinguishes the interests of Europe. The one-sidedness of industrial interests 
produces that uniformity which, as we have learned from him, in considering the 
history of the yellow race, is not favorable to a higher social development. As to 
Australia, we are told that emigration there consisted, first, of deported criminals, 
then of the surplus of that part of the population which was driven from home 
through competition, and thirdly, of gold-seeking adventurers. This renders 
Australian society even more uniform than that of the United States, and the body 
politic lacks every warlike incentive, greed being the only motive which dominates 
social interests. The fifth section explains the fundamental doctrines of sociology 
which finds in differentiation the main law of social development, Here we meet 
with such, topics as the tendency of perfection in the social process, individualisa- 
tion, and socialisation, etc. The sixth section explains the social forces, especially 
the will of the individual and the social will. The seventh section shows the social 
evolution in the light of social cognition. 

We need scarcely enter into further details, as we must leave it to the reader 
to form his own opinion how far our author has succeeded in contributing his share 
to the progress of sociology. It is sufficient for us to have characterised the book 
in general and to have called to it the attention of our readers. «pf. 



ERRATUM. 



In the review of Mr. Hawley's Logic (April Monist, page 464, line 14 from 
bottom) the word " Hamiltonian" was accidentally omitted before the parentheti- 
cal words ("with its paralogisms"). The stricture was intended, of course, to ap- 
ply to the Hamiltonian system only, and not to the Aristotelian. 



